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Title 12: CONSERVATION

Chapter 607: REGULATIONS

§6173. CONFIDENTIALITY OF STATISTICS

1. Collection and reporting of statistics.  The commissioner may, with the advice and consent of the
advisory council, adopt rules to collect pertinent data with respect to the fisheries, including, but not limited
to, information regarding the type and quantity of fishing gear used, catch by species in numbers of fish or
weight, areas in which fishing was conducted, time of fishing, number of hauls and the estimated processing
capacity of, and the actual processing capacity utilized by United States fish processors. The commissioner
may collect statistics from any source and may require reporting of these statistics. The information collected
by or reported to the commissioner is confidential and may not be disclosed in a manner or form that permits
identification of any person or vessel, except when required by court order or when specifically permitted
under this section. The commissioner may share data collected under this section with the National Marine
Fisheries Service or successor organization for research or fisheries management purposes as long as federal
laws and regulations protect the confidentiality of the shared data. The commissioner may share landings
data collected under this subsection with the Bureau of Marine Patrol when necessary for the enforcement
of reporting requirements under this section. The commissioner shall adopt rules to carry out the purposes
of this section. Rules adopted under this section are routine technical rules pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375,
subchapter 2-A.

[ 2013, c. 49, §1 (AMD) .]

2. Renewal of licenses.  If a holder of a license issued under this Part fails to provide information
required under this section, the commissioner may refuse to renew that holder's license until the holder
complies with the requirements of this section.

[ 2003, c. 170, §1 (NEW) .]

3. Equipment required.  The commissioner may require a person licensed under chapter 625 to
purchase specific equipment that is necessary to comply with rules regarding electronic reporting adopted
pursuant to this section as a condition of engaging in the licensed activities.

[ 2015, c. 201, §1 (NEW) .]

4. Reimbursement for equipment provided.  If the holder of a license issued under chapter 625 fails
to pay a fee or charge for equipment that is necessary to comply with rules regarding electronic reporting
adopted pursuant to this section and that was provided by the department and either not returned to the
department by the license holder or returned in poor condition, the commissioner may refuse to renew or issue
any marine resources license or permit to that license holder.

[ 2015, c. 201, §1 (NEW) .]
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The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include the
following disclaimer in your publication:

All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects changes
made through the Second Regular Session of the 127th Maine Legislature and is current through October 1, 2016. The text is subject to
change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the Maine Revised Statutes
Annotated and supplements for certified text.

The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our goal
is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to preserve
the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the public.
If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.
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